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Education Guide for Lisa Moore Ramée’s  

A Good Kind of Trouble 
Created by Education Researcher B.J. McDaniel 

Comprehension Questions: 

Before Reading: 

 

• Have you ever had a big disagreement with someone close to you? What happened 

and did you ever get your relationship back to the way it was before your 

disagreement? 
 

• Will you share a time when you felt out of place or disconnected from the people 

around you even when you were somewhere familiar? 

While Reading: 

 

• What makes Shayla’s hands itchy? 

 

• Who are Shayla’s friends who make up the “United Nations” group and why does she 

call them that nickname? 

 

• Share some of your thoughts about Shayla’s relationship with her big sister, Hana. 

What does it look like when they are home and when they are away from home? 
Point out places in the book that support your ideas. 

 

• Although she says that for her, Julia, and Isabella, “race doesn’t even matter,” (p. 48) 

we see times when Shayla is frustrated with her friends’ behaviour and lack of 

connection to why race does matter in lots of situations, like the two police shootings 

that happen in their city during the novel. How does Shayla express her emotions to 

her friends? Point to places in the book where she shares her thoughts and feelings. 

 

• Why does Shayla join the track team? What makes her feel uncomfortable about 

being on the team and what does she like about it? 
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• For Shayla, “running makes everything bubbling around inside [her] twist and turn 

and spread out behind me like wings” (p. 152). What do you think Shayla means 

when she describes running this way? Is there an activity that you do that gives you 

similar feelings?  
 

• In Chapter 39, “Silent Protest,” Shayla attends a protest with her family and learns 

that, “Silence can be super loud” (p.213). What happens during the protest and what 

does Shayla mean with that statement about silence? 

 

• Throughout the book, Shayla notes that although lots of kids are playing Command, 

she isn’t playing because it’s not a game to make people to do things that they may 

not want to do (p. 30, p. 68). Later on, she is pulled into the game against her will 

when Tyler is “commanded” to kiss her (p. 175). How does Tyler kissing her, even 

though he doesn’t ask if he can, make Shayla feel? What happens when she confronts 

him further along in the book (p. 243)?  
 

• Shayla speaks up several times during the book but two times that really stick out 

are when she suggests to Ms. Jacobs that they read Brown Girl Dreaming instead of 

To Kill A Mockingbird (p. 278) and when she sees Principal Trask disciplining 

Bernard for fighting the bullies bothering his friend Alex (p.289-291). Why do you 

think it was important to show Shayla standing up against two people in positions of 

authority in the book? 

 

• In Chapter 50 Shayla’s daddy tells her that, “sometimes you have to do something 

that’s wrong in some people’s eyes but is morally right,” (p. 266) and the very last 
line Shayla writes in her eyeball journal is, “Some things are worth the trouble. For 

real.” (p.358) What do you believe in that makes you feel fighting for it is worth 

getting into good trouble? How would you deal with the consequences that Shayla 

thought she would face from her principal for refusing to stop wearing her 

armbands? 

 

• When Shayla’s momma makes her apologize to Principal Trask after she is called 

into the office for wearing her armband, she thinks about her daddy’s advice: “Don’t 

ever leave your enemies empty-handed. Give them a bone to gnaw on or they will 
keep on trying to bite you” (p. 335). Why do you think that is the advice that pops 

into Shayla’s head at that moment? 

 

• Shayla’s thinking about protests and the Black Lives Matter movement seems to 

shift over the course of the book as she learns more and more about what’s 

happening around her. What are some examples of what she thought she understood 
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at the beginning of the novel versus what she knows and understands at the end of the 

novel? 

After Reading: 

 

• Toward the end of A Good Kind of Trouble, Shayla’s sister Hana tells her, “Change is 

hard… but that doesn’t mean we stop” (p.357). What social changes do you want to 

see happen to make your local community better? What are three steps can you take 

to help make those changes happen? 

Follow-Up Activities: 

 
Take a week and WRITE your own, “eyeball journal,” just like Shayla does in the book 
(p.16). Journal about your daily observations and think about how your own unique 
perspective, the world you see through your eyeballs, help shape your life differently 
from others. 
 
Using a piece of cardboard (big squares from cereal boxes work great!), scissors, and 
markers or crayons CREATE your own, “Everything Me” puzzle. First, draw a picture 
of all of the people you care about and the activities you love to do, everything that 
makes you the awesome person you are, on blank cardboard. Then, using a marker 
create a grid of squiggles that are about two inches apart. First draw horizontal 
squiggles across the cardboard and then draw vertical squiggles. Finally, cut out the 
pieces of your puzzle using the squiggles as guides, mix up the pieces and then put them 
back together again! 

Further Reading: 
 
If you like A Good Kind of Trouble you should try: 
 
The Only Black Girls in Town by Brandy Colbert 
Two Naomis by Olubemisola Rhuday-Perkovich and Audrey Vernick 
So Done by Paula Chase 
For Black Girls Like Me by Mariama J. Lockington 
Just South of Home by Karen Strong 

 

https://www.lbyr.com/titles/brandy-colbert/the-only-black-girls-in-town/9780316456371/
https://www.harpercollins.com/9780062414274/two-naomis/
https://www.harpercollins.com/9780062691781/so-done/
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780374308049
https://www.simonandschuster.com/books/Just-South-of-Home/Karen-Strong/9781534419384
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