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WE NEED DIVERSE BOOKS: OUR FIGHT AGAINST BOOK BANS 

At WNDB, we recognize the power of a diverse book. 

They make a child feel seen. 
They teach empathy and resilience.
They even save lives. 

But diverse books are under attack. As book bans and
censorship sweep the country, they disproportionately
target diverse stories. We've watched in alarm as more
and more titles are removed from shelves – but we are
going to fight back. 

And we need your help. 
From October 24th to Tuesday, November 1st, WNDB will launch the #BooksSaveLives campaign,
which will champion diverse books and directly address the book bans. We will also be raising
money to fund this fight; and we will utilize the donations to support educators, provide resources,
send authors to school board meetings, and create positive change.

Take a photo of yourself with the book that saved your life and send it to us
before October 15th or post it to your social media accounts on October 24th with
the hashtag #BooksSaveLives.

Make a video talking about the book that saved your life and post it to your social
media accounts on October 24th with the hashtag #BooksSaveLives. 

Wear our merch! We're rolling out two new designs in our Bonfire shop for the
campaign. Be sure to check them out and spread the link!

Thank you for joining our fight against book bans! 

Here's what you can do:

https://www.bonfire.com/store/we-need-diverse-books/


MAKING YOUR VIDEO

Post your video on Instagram, Twitter, or TikTok the week of October 24th, and tag
@diversebooks in your post. Use the hashtag #bookssavelives in your post.

Try to shoot in a room filled with lots of daylight. If shooting at night, turn on multiple lights.

Aim to position yourself at least 5 or more feet behind you. 

Keep the camera at least 5 feet from you. You can always crop when editing. 

For best sound quality, shoot in a quiet space with the AC/heater/dishwasher off. 

CONTENT TIPS
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Tell the story of the book that saved your life.
When did you read it?
How did it validate your lived experience?
What changed in your life after reading the book?

Tell the story of a book that changed your worldview.
When did you read it?
How did it change your opinion/politics/point of view?
What changed in your life after reading the book?

... OR ...

If you'd like to wear WNDB swag in your video, check out our
Bonfire shop!

https://www.bonfire.com/store/we-need-diverse-books/


Everyone deserves to see themselves on the pages of a book. 
Books help young people understand complex issues. Limiting access to
books doesn’t protect young people from challenging issues.
Individual parents have the right to guide their children’s reading, but
they should not make decisions for other readers or parents.
Books help readers grow empathy and expand their understanding of
people with different backgrounds, ideas, and beliefs. 
Books can save lives. The ability to see oneself in the pages of a book can
validate a person’s experiences, identities, and ideas. 

 

HOW TO TALK ABOUT BANNED BOOKS

from: Banned in the USA: Rising School Book Bans Threaten Free Expression
and Students’ First Amendment Rights (April 2022)

STATISTICS FROM PEN AMERICA

1,586 individual books banned
874 different authors, 198 illustrators, and 9 translators affected - 1,081 creators total
Bans in 86 school districts in 26 states, with a combined enrollment of over 2 million students
41% of bans (644 individual bans) are tied to directives from state officials or elected lawmakers to investigate or
remove books in schools. 

Book banning, as a form of censorship, implicates First Amendment prohibitions on the ability of government
entities to ban or punish expression, making these documented efforts by lawmakers all the more concerning.

Of the 1,145 unique titles:
819 are works of fiction (72%)
537 are classified as YA (young adult) (47%)
209 (18%) are children’s picture books. 
PEN America also recorded bans on 31 graphic novels and 32 verse novels, both forms of literature that are often
used to engage reluctant readers.

Of the titles listed:
467 contain protagonists or prominent secondary characters of color (41%)
247 directly address issues of race and racism (22%)
379 titles (33%) explicitly address LGBTQ+ themes, or have protagonists or prominent secondary characters who
are LGBTQ+
283 titles contain sexual content of varying kinds (25%), including novels with sexual encounters as well as
informational books about puberty, sex, or relationships 
There are 184 titles (16%) that are history books or biographies
Another 107 titles have themes related to rights and activism (9%)
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https://pen.org/banned-in-the-usa/
https://pen.org/banned-in-the-usa/
https://pen.org/banned-in-the-usa/
https://www.texastribune.org/2021/11/01/greg-abbott-texas-schools-books/
https://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/2022/01/27/prosper-parents-and-state-rep-jared-patterson-are-on-a-quest-to-remove-obscene-books-from-schools/

